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NRA OFFICIAL VISITS UM;
SPEAKS ABOUT GUN LEGISLATION
MISSOULA--
Gun Control legislation will limit the rights of U.S. citizens, if firearms regulations 
are allowed to go unchecked by the populace, according to Franklin L. Orth, executive vice- 
president of the National Rifle Association (NRA).
Orth spoke Tuesday at the University of Montana University Center as one of the UM 
summer session's guest speakers.
Title of Orth's speech was "Alice in the Legislative Wonderland--Gun Control Laws." He 
illustrated the importance of watching government action on gun legislation by pointing out 
Lewis Carroll's message in "Alice in Wonderland." Carroll's satirical tale exposes un­
necessary laws that hinder rather than help the citizen.
Orth said that the recent trend toward strict gun controls was triggered by the asassi- 
nations of President John F. Kennedy, Martin Luther King and Robert F. Kennedy. Orth called 
the resulting, strict gun control laws, "hysterical legislation."
Warning against further legislation, he added,"What will the next step be, except pro­
hibition and confiscation?"
Describing the NRA as "probably the largest organization of sportsmen in the world,"
Orth said that the organization has always been interested in wildlife conservation.
Established in 1871, the NRA has constantly tried to protect the sportsman, who is in­
terested in using firearms only as a tool of his sport, said Orth.
The innocent, law-abiding citizen will be hurt the most by strict gun legislation, 
according to the NRA official. He said that crimes committed with firearms are either 
committed in passion or after careful planning.
Orth asked, "How in the world would registration prevent such crime?" He pointed out 
that the victim of a crime from a firearm is no less dead because the weapon was registered.
According to Orth, gun registration would not lower the number of crimes in this country 
committed with firearms.
The speaker said cost of national gun registration is predicted to be $25.5 million the 
first year and $25 million each successive year. Orth predicted, however, that the cost 
would be higher.
Orth, a lawyer, is now serving as president of the U.S. Olympic Commission, in Wash­
ington D.C., as well as performing his duties for the NRA.
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